
READY READERS BOOK PLAN

Suggested Grade: K-2 Facilitator: Grade: Lesson Date(s):

Book Title and Author(s)/Illustrator(s): Love, Z. Written and illustrated by Jessie Sima

Theme(s)/Big Idea(s): Love; Caring for each other; Friendship; There are many ways to feel and show love.

VOCABULARY PLAN

Focus word & kid-friendly definition: Love is when we really care about someone or something. Love is a feeling and
an action.

Image/symbol: Show pictures at the end of the lesson.
Invite children to share how the pictures show examples of
love. (See pictures and notes at the end of the lesson)

Gesture: Invite children to make a heart shape with their
hands and hold it out in front of them. Invite them to
imagine something or someone that they love inside of
that heart and then bring it to their chest.

Use in context: Facilitators should share an example of people, places, or things that they love. For example: “I really
love my family and friends. This means I care about them a lot and want what is best for them. This is one kind of love. I
also really love books. They bring me a lot of joy and I take good care of my books. This is another kind of love.

Prompt kids to use in context: What is something that you love? Who is someone that you love?

Bridge to book: “In today’s story, the character Z goes on an adventure to find out what the word “love” means. Let’s
read to find out what Z learns about love.”

BEFORE READING
write questions and student interaction (T/T, S/J, Act-it-out)

• Review RR expectations

• Introduce
Book/Author/Illustrator

• Teach focus vocab word
(See plan above)

• Ask 1-2 questions to
activate prior knowledge/
solicit predictions

Explain that today, we are reading a new book by Jessie Sima called Love, Z. Explain
that before we read, we are going to learn our special word of the day. Use the plan
above to teach the focus word. Then begin the read aloud.

DURING READING
write questions and vocab with page numbers and student interaction (T/T, S/J, Act-it-out)

• Ask 3-4 questions that
target different
comprehension
strategies (predict, infer,
connect, synthesize)

• Note opportunities to
reinforce focus word.

Q1. Z and the other robots aren’t sure what the word “love” means. What would you
tell them?  Follow-up: What could Z do to figure out what the word “love” means?
(Turn and Talk)-pg. 8 *Page 1 is the first page of actual text

Invite children to Turn and Talk for 1-2 minutes. Invite a couple of pairs to share. Then,
ask the follow-up question and take responses from the whole group.

Q2. Why do you think Z decided to go look for Beatrice? (Hands-up/Volunteer)?
-pg.11

Call on a couple of volunteers. Refer to the treasure note in the beginning of the story if
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• Identify another

potential new vocab to
define while reading

children do not bring it up.

Q3.  The crow says that sharing your food is one way to show love to others. What
are some things that you would share to show that you love or care about
someone? (Stop and Jot)-pg.17 half-way through.

Invite children to Stop and Jot for 1-2 minutes. They can draw pictures or write words of
anything they would share. Give an example if children are stuck. After time is up, invite
children to hold up their S&J. Call out what you see.  *Younger children may need a more
concrete prompt. For example: “If you had a friend that you really loved or cared about,
what is something you would share with them?”

Q4. So far, everyone in the story has different ideas for what love is or how we
show love to others. Ask: What are ways that you show others that you love or care
about them? How do people show you that they love or care about you? (Turn and
Talk)-pg. 21

Invite children to Turn and Talk for 1-2 minutes. Invite a couple of pairs to share. Then,
ask the follow-up questions and take responses from the whole group.

Q5. How do you think Z is feeling right now? Show me with your face and body.
(Act it Out)-pg. 26

Invite children to act it out. Call out what you see and invite a few children to share.

Where and how will you reinforce the focus word? What additional words might
you address while reading?

● Adventure
● Treasure
● Message
● Important
● Quest
● Compute
● Worries

AFTER READING
write questions and student interaction (T/T, S/J, Act-it-out)

• Ask 1 question
reflecting on book
theme

• Make connection to
extension activity

Q1. Z went on a big adventure to learn about what love is. What do you think Z
learned about love? (Whole Group)

What will you say to connect the theme or big idea to the extension activity:
Explain that for today’s special activity, we are going to create our own love notes to
share what things we do to show love and ways that others make us feel loved.

EXTENSION ACTIVITY

Activity Description- Love Notes

Children will write and decorate giant love notes to
share how they give and receive love.

Materials

● “Love Note” templates (4 per child)
● Coloring tools (markers, colored pencils,

crayons)
● Optional: String (1 piece per child)
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● Optional: Single hole puncher

Introduction

Use the transition statement above to introduce the activity.

Model

Post a few enlarged pre-created love notes on the board or in a visible spot in the room. Share at least one
example that models how the facilitator shows love to others and at least one example that shows what
makes the facilitator feel loved by others.

Brainstorm (Whole group and/or Individual)

Post a T-chart on the board or a visible place in the room. One side of the chart should be titled, “How We
Show Love”. The other side of the chart should be titled, “What Makes Us Feel Loved”. Work together to
brainstorm several examples for each side.

Instructions for Independent Work

Hand out 4 love note templates and coloring tools. Give children time to complete, rotating to support.
Optional: Give children construction paper, scissor, and glue to create a background for their love notes.
Optional: Help children to turn their love notes into a book using the hole puncher and piece of string.

Share Back and Reflection

Invite children to join you in a community circle. Whip around, inviting each child to share their love notes.

Additional Ideas for Extension Activities

Love Board- Invite children to create a poster with pictures of people, places, and things that they love. These
can be hand-drawn and/or collage.

Love Notes (V2)- Invite children to write love notes to family members or friends to show how much they care.

Community Love Project- Invite children to think of a way to show love to the school or local community.
Complete a community love/service project.

Sample Focus Word Images

These are examples of love in action. Look for ideas like giving hugs or affection, helping each other, sharing,
making sure everyone has what they need to live, doing fun things together, and standing up for one another.
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